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It is not within our province to enumerate the eight facts any i. Act
one of which constitutes an act of bankruptcy, but it is in-         '
structive to notice that some of them comprise acts which may
occur in a foreign country. Thus it is enacted that a debtor
commits an act of bankruptcy in the following cases:

(a)   If in England or elsewhere he makes an assignment of his property
to a trustee for the benefit of his creditors generally.

(b)   If in England or elsewhere he makes a fraudulent conveyance of his
property.

(c)   If in England or elsewhere he makes any conveyance which is void
as a fraudulent preference.

(d)  If he departs out of England^ or, being out of England^ he remains
out of England^ or departs from his dwelling-house or otherwise
absents himself with intent to defeat or delay his creditors.1

With regard to the first of these acts, however, it has been held
that an assignment of property made by a domiciled foreigner
in his own country and which is intended to operate according
to the law of that country is not an act of bankruptcy within the
meaning of the statute.2

The definition of the term 'debtor' in connexion with bank- 2. Debtor
ruptcy was considerably widened by the Bankruptcy Act,
1913,3 in a section which has been reproduced in the present
Act.4 Before 1913 it was held that the existing bankruptcy
legislation was applicable only to British subjects, or to
foreigners who, by residence in the country, brought them-
selves within the allegiance of the Crown.5 Legislation is prima
facie territorial, and it was therefore established that bank-
ruptcy jurisdiction could not be invoked against a foreigner
unless the act of bankruptcy had been committed personally
by him in England.6 The result was that a foreign merchant
who, without ever coming to England, carried on a branch of
his business here through an agent, was immune from the
jurisdiction.7 The law, however, was altered by the statute of
1913, and the rule since then has been that a foreign national
domiciled abroad may be susceptible to English proceedings
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